
Since the emergence of  the COVID-19 pandemic and 
post-truth discourses surrounding its origins, and the 
growth of  global Black Lives Matter protests in response 
to the daylight murder of  George Floyd, the world has 
witnessed a massive surge in anti-Black and anti-Asian 
sentiment, as well as mass demonstrations of  anti-racist 
solidarity. Incidents of  racialized violence against Black 
and Asian peoples, enduring feelings of  racialized 
resentment, and widespread resistance to racism define 
the social, political, and affective landscapes of  our 
present moment.

This roundtable asks: How does emerging scholarship in 
the humanities and social sciences explain these social 
and political trends? How does anti-Black and an-
ti-Asian racism play out in Baltimore? What is the role 
of  institutions such as Johns Hopkins in structuring and 
enabling the perpetuation of  racial discrimination, and 
what are the possibilities of  new institutional commit-
ments to interrupt such racism? In what ways might 
humanistic thought contribute to political projects that 
dismantle racism and build up anti-racist solidarities?
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