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This year marks the 10th anniversary of the 3/11 earthquake, tsunami, and nuclear disaster in Japan. The
Reischauer Center mourns the victims of the disaster and those still impacted by its effects. In
remembrance of the Triple Disaster, Ambassador Rust Deming will speak about his experiences and
work as he served as Director of the Office of Japanese Affairs from March to September 2011, in which
capacity he helped coordinate the U.S. Government response to the 3/11 disaster.

Ambassador Rust M. Deming retired from the Department of State in 2004, following a 38 year career.
In 2010, he was asked to return to the State Department as Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for
East Asian and Pacific Affairs. Mr. Deming served as American Ambassador to Tunisia from January
2001 until September 2003. Prior to that, he served Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
East Asian and Pacific Affairs (June 1998 to August 2000). Ambassador Deming spent much of his
career dealing with Japanese affairs, having served in Japan as Charge d’Affaires, ad interim, from
December 1996 to September 1997 and as Deputy Chief of Mission under Ambassador Walter Mondale
from October 1993 to December 1996. He completed his BA in 1964 at Rollins College and received his
MA in East Asian Studies from Stanford University in 1981. He is also a 1986 graduate of the National
War College. His foreign languages are Japanese and French.
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